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Succession discovered him exercising his functions
as lieutenant-general of the Rhine army in 1733.
When he was marshal after the siege of Philisbourg,
he forced the Germans to evacuate Worms; at the
beginning of 1735 he held a very high position
at Court. Six years later he became one of Louis
XV's advisers, and gave him sincere devotion
untinged by flatter}' or self-interest, and tried to
throw a light on the dangers that beset the country,
warn him against certain of his household and
incline him towards wise and beneficial reforms.
The king, realizing the extent of his sendees,
said to him in 1741: "I shall be glad to hear your
views.** Noailles replied: "Until Your Majesty
chooses to tell me your wrishes and intentions and
confines me to what concerns the frontier of which
you have put me in charge, I shall speak frankly
and freely about what has been entrusted to my

care and shall be silent about everything else___

If, Sire, you wish me to break silence, it is for you
to bid it" Then Louis XV exclaimed: "The late
king, my great-grandfather, whom I strive to
emulate, begged me on his death-bed to take
advice on everything, and to try to find out the
best and follow it always. I shall be delighted for
you to give me your advice; so I unseal your lips,
as the pope does the cardinals', and permit you
to tell me whatever your zeal and your attachment
to myself and to the kingdom inspire you to say.
I have known you long and well enough not to
doubt the sincerity of your feelings and your
attachment to mvself."